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we who did that, but thou who gavest us this drink."’
When they have slept off their drunkenness, they
are as good friends with each other as ever, saying
to each other: ‘‘ Thou art my brother, I love thee;
it is not [45] I who wounded thee, but the drink
which used my arm.” I have seen some of them
with very badly bruised faces; even the women get
drunk, and shriek like furies. I expect that they
will kill some of us French People one of these days,
as they have already thought of doing; and after
eight o’clock in the morning it is not safe to go to see
them without arms, if they have any wine. Some
of our men going to see them after dinner, a Savage
tried to kill them with his hatchet, but other Savages
who were not drunk came to their assistance. When
one of them is very drunk, the others tie him by his
feet and arms, if they can catch him. Some of their
Captains have come to plead with the French not tosell
them brandy or wine, saying that they would be the
cause of the death of their people. It is by far the
worst when they see before [46] them others as drunk
as they can be. But let us end the talk about these
Hiroquois. The English Captain was asked if he
wanted some of them. As he supposed he would
have to make them a present, he answered, ‘‘ no,”’
and said that they might do with them what they
pleased. Now this is the way they were treated:
They had pulled out their nails with their teeth as
soon as they were taken. They cut their fingers off on
the day of their torture; then they tied their two arms
together at the wrist with a cord, and two men pulled
it as hard as they could at both ends, the cord entering
into the flesh and breaking the bones of these poor
wretches, who cried out in a horrible manner. Thus



